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Suggesting A Topic For Effective Health Care Program Research

The Effective Health Care Program (EHC) researches available health care tests, treatments, and methods of health care delivery to determine whether there are significant advantages or disadvantages with different approaches. The results of this comparative effectiveness research can help people make better decisions about what health care they want to have and can help clinicians and health care purchasers to focus on the best tests and treatments. 

The process of identifying, selecting, and developing important research topics for research reviews or new research is a key aspect of the EHC Program. The process is enhanced by strong involvement of stakeholders, maintaining transparency and public accountability, and striving for continuous self-evaluation and improvement. The Program uses an established set of criteria to guide the process of topic selection. 

We would like to understand important aspects of the health care service you are interested in, including to whom it applies, what benefits or harms are of greatest interest, and with what other health care services or tests you think it should be compared. The information you provide will help us to develop one or more research questions that could be answered through EHC Program comparative effectiveness research. 

To nominate a topic for research in this program, email this document to effectivehealthcare@ahrq.hhs.gov, or print this document and mail it to:

Christel Villarivera, MS

AHRQ Effective Health Care Program

c/o The Lewin Group

3130 Fairview Park Drive, Suite 500

Falls Church, VA 22042

Please include any supporting documents. We will consider all topics even if the information you provide is incomplete. All topic nominations, including those submitted on paper, will appear in the Read Suggested Topics for Research section of the Web site.

Learn more about how your topic will be evaluated at: http://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/submit-a-suggestion-for-research/what-happens-to-my-suggestion-for-research/

If you have comments, please contact us at: effectivehealthcare@ahrq.hhs.gov.

Thank you for participating in the Effective Health Care Program!

Your Topic Nomination
1. Your Nomination – It is most helpful to the EHC Program if you can provide the following information about your topic nomination:

· A description of a question or questions about a health care test or treatment, including any specific tests or treatments that you would like compared. For example “For adult patients with a major depressive disorder (MDD), what are the comparative risks and benefits of older versus newer antidepressants?”

· Relevant patients, group(s) or subgroups of people (this may include details such as age range, gender, coexisting diagnoses, and reasons for therapy.)

· The important health-related benefits and harms you are interested in. For example, improvements in symptoms or problems with diagnosis.

2. Describe why this topic is important. 

3. How will an answer to your research question be used or help inform decisions for you or your group?

(Optional) Technical Experts And Stakeholders

4. Are there experts who are relevant to this issue? Who do you think we should contact as we consider your nomination? This information will not influence the progress of your suggestion through the selection process, but it may be helpful when considering your suggestion for further development. This information is for internal discussion and will not be displayed on the EHC Program Web site. Examples include:
· American Heart Association

· American College of Cardiologists

· Mental Health America

· Association of American Indian Physicians

· Depression and Related Affective Disorders Association

· Gerontological Society of America

a.
List organizations:

b.
List individual experts:

(Optional) Nominator Information 
5.  In order to help us to understand the context of your topic nomination, it would be helpful to know more about you. The answers you give will not influence the progress of your suggestion. 
a. Provide a description of your role or perspective: (e.g. patient/consumer, physician, professional society, administrator): 
b. If you are making a suggestion on behalf of an organization, please provide the organization’s name: 
c. Please tell us how you heard about the Effective Health Care Program:
d. Your name and contact information:  It is not mandatory that you provide your contact information, but it is often helpful for us to contact the nominator when we need clarification about a research question.  If you provide personal information, it will not be displayed on the Web site and it will not influence your nomination for Effective Health Care research.  It will only be used to contact you for additional information about your nomination, if necessary.
Your name:

Your title:

Your organization:

Your e-mail address:  
May we contact you if we have questions about your nomination? Yes ___  No___
Source: Effective Health Care Program (http://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov)
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